
Minimum Wage in Australia:  $15.51 Per Hour +
In Australia, the national statutory minimum wage is $15.51 

an hour (Australian dollars). Over the past 3 yrs, one Australian 
dollar has been roughly equal in value to one U.S. dollar.

Only about 2% of Australians, however, are covered by the 
minimum wage. The rest are covered by industry-wide 
agreements negotiated by government on behalf of workers. 
Minimum wage in most of these agreements (including, for 
example, for adult fast food workers) is $17.03 an hour.

But wait, there's more: full-time permanent employees, from 
toilet cleaners to CEO’s, get at least ten sick days, 20 vacation 
days and (depending on the state) ten or more paid holidays 
every year. Everyone. All over Australia.

Of course, there’s a catch. Part-time and temp workers don't 
get these benefits. Instead, they get paid an extra 20-25% in 
cash. Part-time entry-level adult fast food workers in Australia 
make a minimum of $21.25 an hour. Oh, plus health insurance. 
That's universal in Australia.

An Australian entry-level fast food worker makes more than 
the average U.S. worker. An absolute majority of Americans 
would increase their income if they moved to Australia & got 
fast food jobs.

Australia is not a super-rich bankers' paradise or oil sheikdom. 
22 million people & about the size of the continental U.S. While 
most of America's national income goes to the super-wealthy, 
Australians share their national income more equally among 



everyone.  All Australian workers get benefits that, here, only 
extend to the richest Americans: parental leave, caregiver's 
leave, extra vacation for shift workers etc.
http://truth-out.org/opinion/item/5601

Santa Fe Living Wage: A Case Study
The Santa Fe metropolitan area provides an ongoing real-

time experiment in the impact of a fairly high minimum wage 
on the economy. Santa Fe now has the strongest economy in 
New Mexico. Since April of 2012, Santa Fe employers have 
been required to pay a minimum wage of $10.29 an hour.

The Santa Fe Living Wage ordinance initially set the wage 
at $8.50 an hour in 2004. It was raised to $9.50 in 2006 and, 
because it is indexed, has increased at regular intervals since. 
The unemployment rate in Santa Fe County- at just 4.7%- is 
the lowest of New Mexico’s four metropolitan areas. Job growth 
in Santa Fe is now at 2.1%, which may not seem impressive 
until one considers that the other 3 metropolitan areas are still 
losing jobs. Most job growth was in the leisure & hospitality 
sector—the sector most affected by the living wage floor.

Santa Fe shows that it's possible to have a fairly high cost 
of living and a fairly high minimum wage along with strong job 
growth & low unemployment.
http://www.nmvoices.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/Minimum-Wage-report-web-8-12.pdf

PASS the EUREKA FAIR WAGE ACT
$12.00 an hour minimum wage for large employers

http://eurekafairwageact.wordpress.com
http://fairwages.org                              info@fairwages.org
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